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Community  
Hannukah  

Party  
 

Sunday, December 18 

             11am - 2:00 pm 

 
Talmud Torah Play, Latkes and fun 

for the whole Family 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On January 8, 2012, 

Jeremy Parnes will be receiving 

his Smicha! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  
 

February 17, 18, 19, 2012 

(Family Day Weekend) 

 

 

On the Family Day Weekend, 

the Regina Jewish Community, his 

family and friends, 

will be celebrating this 

historic event. 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

TODAY 

 

 

 

Beth Jacob Synagogue's Board 

of Directors and staff would like 

to wish you all  

Happy Hannukah! 
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JeremyôsMessage 
By:  Jeremy Parnes / Moshe Yosef ben Shlomo 

ñVayera alav Hashem beloney Mam-

rey, vôhu yoshev petach haôohel 

kôchom hayom. Vaôyisah eynav vayar, 

vôhinei shalosh anashim nitzavim alav, 

vayar, vayaratz likratam mipetach haôohel.ò 

.ò 

 

ñThe Lord appeared to him by the terebinths of Mamre; 

and he was sitting at the entrance of his tent  as the day 

grew hot. Looking up he saw three men approaching 

nearby. As soon as he saw them he ran from the entrance 

of the tent to greet them.ñ (Breishit/Genesis 18:1-2). 

 

The above verses from Parsha Vayera tell us much about 

Abraham, about his covenant with G!D and vice versa.  

 

The opening verse is describing a scene that occurs just 

after Abraham makes his covenant with G!D for all his 

generations.  

 

The physical manifestation of that Brit/Covenant is cut in 

his foreskin. The site of the cutting is crucial to the intent 

as it is a sign for every generation. 

 

This means that Abraham was in recovery and our sages 

teach us that G!D appeared to Abraham to be with him 

when he was not doing so well and in need of support. 

From this we learn of the positive mitzvah of bikur 

cholim/visiting the sick.  

 

Anyone who has had such visits can attest to the healing 

power of having community show their support. In the 

same way that we manifest our covenantal intent with G!

D by means of the circumcision so is the power of the 

communityôs concern for its members. More than saying 

we care is the manifestation of our caring by attending at 

the bedside. 

 

There is a second lesson of at least equal importance. It is 

equal in importance as it is taught in the same breath as 

the first lesson. G!D visiting Abraham is not interrupted 

by a new paragraph that would signify a new event but 

rather while G!D is with him Abraham interrupts the visit 

to rise and to run and greet the three men who are ap-

proaching him. In effect Abraham put G!D on hold and 

he did this when G!D was paying him a healing visit!  

 

From this the sages taught that more important than pray-

ing to G!D is fulfilling G!Dôs will. In this case it was to 

greet and minister to the approaching strangers. 

 

Here then we have a formula for how the covenant that is 

cut for all time throughout the generations is to be main-

tained and practiced. It is incumbent upon us to be pre-

sent and support  those in need and it is equally if not 

more important to welcome the stranger.  

 

I say more important because that is what is implied by 

the text. Abraham broke off from his visit with G!D to 

welcome the strangers. There is no implication of his be-

ing rude but rather acknowledging the importance of 

what he needed to do, which represented G!Dôs will. 

 

And that brings me to my point. As a community always 

looking to do better and to be more, perhaps the lesson of 

welcoming should be our mission statement. As we wel-

come others so will they want to be like us and so will 

they want to join with us. 

 

Also, as I write of Brit Milah the words resonate for me 

in a visceral way. At the time of writing this it is just 2 

days after the birth of my new grandson Anderson.  

 

Anderson, whose Hebrew name will be conferred at the 

time of his covenant his bris will, at that moment, be-

come a part of the Abraham line that recognizes to this 

day G!Dôs possession and kingship of this world and eve-

rything in it. He will carry the sign throughout the gen-

erations that no other force, no other source and espe-

cially no human being has authority over him or the 

world that he will inherit; that he has been born a free 

man who is subject only to the will of G!D. 

 

But with freedom comes responsibility. The lesson of 

Pesach, the freedom festival, as explained by Rabbi Jona-

than Sacks, is not that we have the freedom to do what-

ever we want ï that is anarchy. For us freedom is the re-

sponsibility to do what we ought to do. 

 

Hopefully my new grandson and his peers, which will 

include the new immigrants and their children to our city 

as well as the children of our children living and growing 

here in our community, will learn this most important and 

compelling of lessons. That like our patriarch Abraham 

we should all take the first step and welcome without 

reserve and without restraint the stranger and our 

neighbors. 

 

Each is an angel with a powerful message of Tikkun/

Repair. 
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Shofar Dec 2011 

 

 

Like any Jewish child I loved Chanukah, especially the 

presents.  Now, as an adult, itôs about the presents for 

the kids.  I think one of the great things about Chanu-

kah is its focus on children.  Although recently, as some 

of us try to make Chanukah more like Christmas, we 

have taken on the angst of trying to get a Chanukah 

present for everyone.   

 

Then thereôs Latkes!  I love them now more than I did 

as a child.   And lets not talk about diet Latkes.  You 

have to smother these hot oily delights in thick layers of 

your  

favourite high calorie toppings.  This gives you enough 

energy to spend a lot of time outside in the cold like 

most of our ancestors, who the Latke tradition passed 

through to arrive at us.   Saskatchewan is great for Lat-

kes.  It feels like you burn off a Latke just walking to 

the car when itôs -30.  Iôm sure thatôs not true but it sure 

feels like your body needs Latkes to fight the cold and 

dark.  So, I indulge. Yes, I still love Chanukah. 

 

As a youngster, I also remember finding Chanukah 

stressful.  To be or not to be a Wiseman in the school 

Christmas pageant.  I was a few times.  It seemed I had 

to explain a thousand times why we didnôt have a 

Christmas tree and that Chanukah wasnôt just a differ-

ent version of Christmas.  And Christmas seems to stay 

put, arriving the same day every year while Chanukah 

moves around.  Some years people were wishing me 

Happy Chanukah at Christmas time when Chanukah 

was long over.  This year, Christmas comes right in the 

middle of Chanukah and that causes other complica-

tions.  For example, we made the decision to schedule 

the Beth Jacob Chanukah party before Chanukah even 

starts.  We felt that with school vacation and the Christ-

mas holidays many children and parents would not be 

around for the Chanukah party if we actually scheduled 

it during Chanukah.  When I was growing up and itôs 

still true today, Christmas was so big it was hard for 

Chanukah to compete.   

 

But Chanukah had some things going for it too.  Pre-

sents for eight days certainly made the other kids stop 

and think.  And the menorah was always a winner at 

school.  One of the parents would bring a Menorah in 

one day, light it and talk about Chanukah.  My friends 

liked playing Dreidel and winning candy.  And for 

them it seemed a little risqu® playing a óreligiousô game 

that taught you how to gamble.   When I couldnôt wow 

my friends with a simple spinning top game, I grabbed 

their interest with the story of Dreidels in the days of 

the Macabees being used to deceive enemy soldiers.   

 

Looking back, I realize Chanukah taught me a lot about 

living as a Jew in a predominantly non-Jewish society.  

No matter how much, at times, I wanted Chanukah to 

be óChristmasô it was different and so was I. 

 

Today, some Jewish children still have trouble explain-

ing Chanukah.  I also think that today a lot more people 

in our society know about Chanukah.  If nothing else, 

theyôve heard the Adam Sandler Chanukah song.  

Thanks Adam!  With inter-marriage a growing reality 

in North America, there are a lot more children today 

who celebrate both Chanukah and Christmas in their 

home or with another part of their family.      

 

The reality is both Chanukah and Christmas are cele-

brated this time of the year as an extension of pagan 

traditions.  They are both bringing warmth and light 

into a cold dark time of year.  Our cold and miserable 

weather makes Saskatchewan the perfect place to cele-

brate Chanukah.  The candles and festivities bring 

warmth and light to this bleak time of year.  More im-

portantly it brings family, friends and community to-

gether to brighten up the cold dark beginning of the 

long winter season.  Sure winter can be difficult but 

Chanukah helps remind us that we have the capacity to 

have moments of joy even during some of the darkest 

times of our lives.    

 

Penny and I would like to wish to all of the Beth Jacob 

community a wonderful Chanukah celebration.  To our 

friends and significant others who celebrate Christmas, 

best wishes for a Merry Christmas.   I hope all of you 

will join us for the Beth Jacob Chanukah party, even if 

it is before Chanukah starts.  We can bring some fun 

and laughter to our children and that is bound to make 

all of us feel better. 

Presidentôs Message:  
Bringing Light and Warmth to December 



 

 

 

The Leo Morgan Community Choir: 

 

 

We were honoured to participate in the commemoration and celebration of our founding 

member, Leo Morgan, in August, 2011.  We renamed the choir in Leoôs memory.  It was 

the weekend of Leoôs headstone unveiling and many of his family and friends were in atten-

dance.  We sang songs that brought back many fond memories of Leo and our 11 year his-

tory, including songs from Beth Tikvahôs 10th anniversary celebration, Shabbat services and 

holidays, numerous MultiFaith Forum events and Beth Jacobôs 100th anniversary event.  Af-

ter that wonderful event, we focused on preparing for the High Holidays.  On behalf of the 

Board, the Beth Jacob members and guests and myself, I want to extend a huge thank you 

to the choir members for their involvement in the High Holiday services.  Yasherkoaché

may you go from strength to strength.  It is a real joy to sing with you.   

 

Choir members have come and gone over the years, each one bringing something special to 

the group.  Some of us have experience singing in choirs, others have a strong background 

in music and others just love to sing and learn by listening.  Somehow it all comes together 

and the best part iséwe really have fun singing as a group! 

 

There are some interesting events coming up: Shabbat Shira is on the first Shabbat in Feb-

ruary and two weeks later weóll be singing at Jeremyôs smicha community celebration.  

Plans are definitely in the works.  If you love to sing please consider joining us.  If you have 

any questions about the Leo Morgan Community Choir, please give me a call at 761-2615. 

 

Thank you, 

Miriam Friedman              

 

As many of you know, Moli Malichi-Benjamin has resigned as Office Administrator to accept 

of position with Mosaic. Moli is still a member of our community so we hope to seeing her 

often.  We are fortunate to have replaced Moli with another well qualified person. 

 

Suzanna Badalian was born in Armenia. At age 14 she moved with her family to Israel. She 

served one year in the Israeli Army. Suzanna married Tamir Liverant and they have two 

beautiful boys, Daniel and Edgar. She worked in Israel as Graphic Designer for the countryôs 

is largest newspaper "Yedioth Aharonot" 

When Suzanna and her family moved to Canada, they immediately took up residence in 

Regina. Suzanna likes Regina a lot. She is delighted to be a member of our community. 
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November 16, 2011 on InterfaithFamily.com 

Review of In the King's Arms: A Novel by Sonia Taitz. 

Growing up, we consistently identify (at times reluctantly, at times longingly) with people or groups that 

reflect our values, religion, interests, race, history? the list goes on. Whether we identify to belong or long 

to escape that identity for a new one, our past continues to play a role in who we are. 

Sonia Taitz's In the King's Arms tells the story of 

Lily Taub: a Jewish graduate student from New 

York City's Lower East Side. She's beautiful, intel-

ligent, driven and the daughter of Holocaust survi-

vors. Having grown up hearing the stories of her 

parents' lives in hiding and in the death camps, 

she's taught to respect the value of hard work and 

life itself. She yearns for a place of her own, away 

from the shadow of her parents' lives as Holocaust 

survivors. She wants the fun, adventure and ro-

mance her safe life hasn't provided thus far. She 

hopes her new life in Oxford will allow her to es-

cape her controlled, small, Jewish community in 

favor of a larger, freer one. But what of her status 

as a Jew? Where does that fit into her plan? 

She begins her time at Oxford feeling out of place. 

She's American, Jewish and certainly not wealthy. 

Soon, she meets a new friend: Peter. He's a charm-

ing, rich, witty British academic. Peter takes her 

into his group of friends and she finds herself en-

joying this new, very different life. One evening at 

a pub, her eyes meet with a dashing young man, 

and without a word between them, its love at first 

site. She later finds out this man, Julian, is Peter's 

younger brother. 

Peter invites her to spend the Christmas holiday break with his family. She gratefully accepts, thrilled to 

find she'll see Julian once again. Their first conversational meeting, in a field at his family's estate, is thrill-

ing, quick and passionate 

For the next many days, Lily and Julian spend their nights together, away from the watchful eyes of his 

disapproving and judgmental parents. One evening, Lily's life takes a sharp turn. On New Year's Eve, she's 

left behind to babysit Peter and Julian's younger brother. Julian briefly leaves the party to be with Lily and 

while they're together, there's a terrible accident. Everyone places the tirety of the blame on Lily, and she 

(contô- page 6) 

http://InterfaithFamily.com
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0975561863/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=interfaithfam-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399373&creativeASIN=0975561863
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0975561863/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=interfaithfam-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399373&creativeASIN=0975561863


Review of In the King's Arms (contôd)  

 

Back in Oxford, Lily discovers that she's pregnant and must decide what to do next. She's completely 

alone and thinks it best to leave and head back to the States. Before she decides, she sees Peter and he 

attempts to convince her to stay. He passes the news of Lily's pregnancy along to Julian who tries to 

stop her. When he finds out that she's already gone, he sends a letter describing his feelings to her par-

ent's address in the States. Meanwhile, Peter and Lily meet and he convinces her to stay even mention-

ing that his mother sent him a letter inviting Lily to come stay with them at their estate. However suspi-

cious, she reluctantly agrees. Once there, she innocently discovers that Peter and Julian's parents have 

only invited her there to convince her to end the pregnancy in order to save themselves from the shame 

they feel this child would bring to them. Finally, Julian finds her and they talk. He apologizes for aban-

doning her and declares his love for her. They marry and raise their daughter together. 

Lily's story makes the reader think back to his/her own struggle with identity over the years: the strug-

gle to assert oneself past identity based solely on heritage. We are not simply the product of our ances-

tral history, and yet that history shapes us in ways we can't even imagine. Does marrying someone who 

is not Jewish mean that Lily has abandoned or somehow betrayed her family and her culture ð a cul-

ture her parents fought so hard to retain? What about her secular life? Does a focus on the secular di-

minish her Jewish culture? I wondered what Lily's and Julian's parents thought of the joining of these 

two very different worlds. How had their experiences in the Europe of the 1940s affected their feelings 

toward their children's union in the late 1970s? 

Taitz's deliciously sculpted tale, addressing themes such as class, religion, history, fear of assimilation, 

interfaith relationships and anti-Semitism, finds its pace immediately. I found myself devouring the 

novel, which is a much quicker read than it might initially seem. The chapters are short, overall, and 

the action brief. Although the language is beautifully shaped, I found myself wanting more. I'll admit 

that I'm jaded but even the happy ending Taitz delivers didn't faze me. I just wanted more of it. The 

ending felt rushed and I still feel cheated. The lingering questions of "why, when and how" remain with 

me. 
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Sisterhood News 

 

Sisterhood Chanukah Luncheon 

and Fundraising Gift Auction 

will be held on 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 

12:30 p.m. 

Bookhalter Hall 

 

Please bring a wrapped gift for the auction 

 

Thank you to everyone who has shown their support for Sisterhood by helping in Sisterhood activities and 

by contributing to the Sisterhood Kitchen Fund. 

 

Sophie Kanee Library News 

 

Part of the Sophie Kanee Library has been moved to The Caroline Room. Serious scholarly, specialized, 

archival, and Holocaust material is still shelved in the Board Room. These books may be borrowed by ar-

rangement with Roberta Swetlow. 

 

The Caroline Room popular Jewish reading collection is shelved in two large bookcases and a chil-

drenôs book area. It includes fiction and books of general interest about Jewish life, culture, religion, his-

tory, and Israel. 

To borrow a book, sign it out in the notebook on the Featured Books shelf. Return books in the Library 

Return box outside the Caroline Room. 

 

Have a very  Happy Chanukah! 

 

ADD YOUR SUPPORT TO SISTERHOOD NOW 
 
 

Everyone is invited to become a Sisterhood Supporter  by donating $15.00 to the Sister-
hood Kitchen Fund . As a Sisterhood Supporter you help to provide programs and refresh-

ments to our Beth Jacob Community. 
 

Please make your (tax-deductable) cheque payable to: Beth Jacob Synagogue,  
 Attn. Sisterhood Kitchen Fund , and drop it off or send it to the Synagogue Office. 
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UIA Program with Victor Yagoda and Daniel Stern 

Seniors Program 
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The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 

Jewish advocacy groups, which are part of UIA Canada, have recently been consolidated under a new organization,  The 

Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.  The following will introduce you to The Centre and its goals.  -  Steve Wolfson 

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs is a non-partisan organization creating and implementing strategies to improve 

the quality of Jewish life in Canada and abroad, increase support for Israel, and strengthen the Canada-Israel relation-

ship. 

Working in partnership with Federations and local communities, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs is the advocacy 

agent of UIA Federations Canada. It seeks to identify issues important to the Jewish community and assist in communi-

cating with government, media, community, business, and academic leaders to build understanding and close relation-

ships. Using research to better understand issues and opinions, the Centre works to coordinate, streamline, and direct 

strategic, targeted advocacy programming on behalf of the vibrant and varied Jewish community across Canada. 

The Centreôs core programming encompasses a myriad of "bread and butter" activities that ensure the relevance of our 

organization and staff to our various target sectors and constituencies, the efficacy of our ongoing interventions and rep-

resentations and the advancement of our long-term goals. These activities include: 

Regular briefings and visits to parliamentarians, officials and other actors within the political sector; 

Parallel efforts with media ï both conventional as well as new media; outreach, recruitment and training at the grass 

roots level; 

Missions ï both traditional and specialized; the internship program; liaison with stakeholders on campus; 

Christian-Jewish dialogue; Holocaust Remembrance programming; security/defence activities. 

The new programming initiatives highlighted below represent the Centreôs effort to introduce new dimensions to our 

inventory of activities and programs or specific undertakings intended to advance our overall strategic objectives. Taken 

together, this program aims to deliver a comprehensive advocacy action plan with the broadest possible reach. What 

follow are a brief overview of the strategic objectives and a description of the specific new initiatives supporting those 

objectives. 

Seven Strategic Objectives  

1. To eradicate the distinction between antisemitism and anti-Zionism 

Our experience over the last number of years increasingly confirms the view that the distinctions between classic an-

tisemitism and anti-Zionism have blurred and, in many cases, evaporated altogether. For the uninitiated, however, this 

assertion is less than obvious ï since antisemitism is understood in the conventional sense of hatred or action directed 

against Jews and anti-Zionism is interpreted as legitimate criticism directed against a nation-state. Our goal is to achieve 

widespread understanding that anti-Zionism ï the denial of the Jewish peopleôs national aspirations and entitlement to 

be repatriated to their ancestral homeland ï represents nothing other than a new effort to single out and differentiate 

Jews from the rest of the world. The de-legitimization of the Jewish national experience represents nothing other than 

the transfer of the vilification once directed at individuals to a corporate proxy, namely, the State of Israel. 

2. Maximize Jewish Engagement in Civil Society 

Canadian Jewry and, by extension, the set of ethical, cultural and religious values that serve as the foundation of Jewish 

communal identity, represents an important resource that can enrich Canadian society as a whole. The spirit of volunta-

rism, the tradition of philanthropy and the centrality of collective responsibility are hallmarks of the Jewish experience. 

Jewish engagement in the wider circle of civil society has diminished significantly and that trend ï both for the benefits 

that will accrue to the Jewish community and Canada as a whole ï must be arrested and reversed. In a 

very real sense, this represents the application of the ñShared Valuesò approach on the domestic level.  (contô- page 12) 
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The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 

(contô) 

3. To enable full engagement of Jewish and pro-Israel activism 

Tapping into the potential of the grassroots community (within both the Jewish and the broader, pro-

Israel communities) is recognized on an intellectual level, but only pursued on an episodic and sporadic 

basis. Empowering this rich resource to take greater ownership of the advocacy effort and effectively 

engage in that endeavour in a sustained way requires us to elevate their level of fluency with the issues 

and advocacy techniques as well as ongoing support to facilitate their involvement. The Centre for Israel 

and Jewish Affairs can effectively serve as an agent of our constituency but not as its substitute.  

4. To be identified as a pre-eminent contributor to public policy  

The interests of the Jewish community are not limited to a narrow set of public policy issues. Securing its 

place at the public policy table will ensure that the Jewish perspective informs the debate and decision-

making process. Moreover, a robust effort to participate in that process will enhance our ability to con-

tribute to and influence the development of public policy and establish us as the ñgo toò community on a 

wide range of public policy issues. 

5. To establish and define the Jewish community as an historic community and contributor to Ca-

nadian society 

 Too often, the Jewish community is regarded as a parochial interest group, without recognition of the 

deep roots the community has established in Canada and the countless ways in which it has contributed 

to and enhanced the larger Canadian experience. Both to validate the ongoing contribution of the Jewish 

community and ensure that its particular needs and aspirations are understood within that broader con-

text, it is essential to sensitize Canadians to the historical record of achievement and involvement of the 

Jewish community in the development of Canada as a country and society. 

6. To entrench pro-Israel positions as normative Canadian policy (balanced and principled ap-

proach) 

 The rationale of this basic strategic goal is self-evident. Its achievement within the context of the new 

political landscape constitutes a much greater challenge. However, a failure to maintain a consensus 

within the political sector will result in support for Israel becoming a wedge issue rather than a unifying 

characteristic of Canadian public policy, which, in turn, would force us to re-think our entire approach to 

securing support for Israel within Canada. 

7. To enhance Federations as the central hub of Jewish community organization 

 Recognizing that Federations serve as the foundation of our system, it is essential that the Centre for 

Israel and Jewish Affairs play a community development role, helping to strengthen and animate the 

Federationsô capacity to serve the Jewish community. 



Evidence that Iran has been involved in 

ñefforts to master the technology needed 

for atomic weaponsò canôt simply be ig-

nored or dismissed by the international 

community. Ten different intelligence 

agencies contributed to the Atomic En-

ergy Agency's carefully vetted findings, 

which were leaked yesterday. 

Although the chances of warremain 

small, the diplomatic and economic con-

sequences of this latest report could be 

extremely serious for the Islamic Republic. With its economy in the doldrums, further sanctions and 

greater international isolation will make the job of running an increasingly corrupt regime even more diffi-

cult for Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei. And if Khamenei thinks that Obama is going to simply walk 

away from all this, he will almost certainly prove mistaken.  

Of course the problems for Iran extend past the IAEA ï the Americans are still fuming over what they al-

lege was an Iranian plan to assassinate the Saudi Arabian ambassador in Washington. Although the allega-

tions have yet to be proven ï and there have inevitably been claims that the whole thing was concocted by 

the U.S. government ï the fact that the Obama administration is happy to lay its evidence out in front of the 

New York federal courtsuggests the U.S. side is confident of its claims. The Obama administration appears 

to have no qualms about its case being dissected in a civilian court, where it will come under close scrutiny. 

This confidence is the main reason why President Barack Obama has recently felt able to ratchet up the 

pressure on Iran, including the announcement of plans for joint military maneuvers with the Israeli mili-

tary. The Saudi assassination allegations and Obama's tough public response are in turn the most probable 

reason why the Israeli government has felt emboldened enough to test new missiles that can reach Iran. 

Israel has been buoyed by Obama, and can use the presidentôs anger to further increase pressure on Iranôs 

government. 

Iranôs government, for its part, still subscribes to the view that ñZionistsò control U.S. foreign policy, argu-

ing that if not for Israel and its supporters, the United States would be taking a less hostile 

approach towards Iran.  
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By  Meir Javedanfar  
Article suggested by Daniel Stern UIA Federations Canada 

Published on The Diplomat.com 

Memo to Iran: Obama Wonôt Let It Go 
November 10, 2011 
 

The latest IAEA report on Iranôs nuclear program has strengthened the hand of those calling for 

tougher action. But the U.S. should open the diplomacy door wider.  

(contô- page 14) 

http://the-diplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2011/11/08/iaea-report-on-iran/
http://the-diplomat.com/2011/11/04/why-israel-won%E2%80%99t-go-it-alone/2/
http://the-diplomat.com/2011/11/04/why-israel-won%E2%80%99t-go-it-alone/2/
http://the-diplomat.com/2011/10/12/did-iran-really-plan-a-us-hit-job/
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-10-24/justice/justice_new-york-saudi-terror-plot_1_mexican-drug-cartel-informant-saudi-ambassador?_s=PM:JUSTICE
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-10-24/justice/justice_new-york-saudi-terror-plot_1_mexican-drug-cartel-informant-saudi-ambassador?_s=PM:JUSTICE
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44861178/ns/us_news-security/t/us-ties-iran-plot-kill-saudi-ambassador/#.TrpxN0DbBOA
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/153755.html
http://the-diplomat.com/author/meir-javedanfar/
http://Diplomat.com
http://the-diplomat.com/2011/11/10/memo-to-iran-obama-won%e2%80%99t-let-it-go/
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Memo to Iran: Obama Wonôt Let It Go 
(contô) 

 

And now for Tehran the reality is that the longer the current crisis rumbles on, the more it will hurt the 

country ï in a number of ways. Although Russia and China may not want tougher sanctions against Iran, 

in the long run, unless Iran cooperates with the IAEA, these two backers are likely to continue to edge fur-

ther from Tehran. After all, both are opposed to a nuclear Iran, Russia especially. 

But thereôs still a way out for Iranôs government. Cooperating with the IAEA, rather than dismissing its 

reports as a ñfabrication,ò and answering in good faith questions about the nature of its nuclear program 

would go a long way toward the country avoiding the upcoming diplomatic battles it faces. 

Compromise wonôt be easy.  The Islamic Republic has built much of its legitimacy on its anti -U.S. rhetoric 

and its nuclear stance. Any compromise could therefore mean even more infighting in a regime thatôs al-

ready beset with unprecedented strife. But building confidence, and removing doubts about Iran's nuclear 

program, would be the best way of ensuring that the Iranian people can have access to the nuclear energy 

they require. 

The recent developments are certainly going to legitimize the voices of those who want a tougher line to 

be taken against the Iranian government. This is inevitable and logical, and those arguing Iran's nuclear 

program is for civilian purposes look to be standing on ever shakier ground. 

Yet despite this, Obama would be well advised not to shut the door of diplomacy ï keeping it open will not 

only leave the Iranian regime room to compromise, but will also secure firmer support from China and 

Russia. 

The Iranian government has stated that it doesnôt give in under pressure.  But a look back in time suggests 

that actually, the opposite is true. The regime isnôt suicidal, and despite its suggestions to the contrary, it 

isnôt willing to pay any price for the decisions it makes. 

This has been no clearer than it was back in 2003 when, confronted with a U.S. invading neighbouring 

Iraq, it sought a grand bargain. President George W. Bush ignored that opportunity, a mistake that 

Obama shouldn't repeat because sooner or later, Iran's most powerful man is likely to realize that the 

West ï and especially President Obama ï isnôt bluffing. And if the president plays his cards carefully, heôll 

keep the international community behind him too.   

http://the-diplomat.com/2011/11/10/memo-to-iran-obama-won%e2%80%99t-let-it-go/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2011-11/10/c_122258400.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8ZTdlcRKBE
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